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   NOVEMBER 2017 

Sorry about last month’s hiccup but everything seems to be O.K. now. 

Many things have been happening this month, we had our Bunnings regular B.B.Q. then was asked 

if we could do an extra one both on the same day as our Maxi Day but with the help of our band of 

willing members we managed.   Thank you everyone involved in these functions. 

We were also asked to attend a small function one Thursday evening for Bunnings, plus another 

one at a second Bunnings for their Christmas Night.   Everything went well and thanks again to 

those involved. 

Work is still being done around the Clubhouse when we can get to do it.   The back shed has been 

lined and painted and next are some power points for the machines.   Also, the large amounts of 

laminated timber out the back under the tarps is being transferred to the shed   under cover.   This 

can be purchased by members or cut up for our charity bowls.   Thanks to all those who 

participated in getting this work done around the Club, which is for the benefit of all members. 

We have been offered a site at Fairfield Showground over the coming Easter period for Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday and will receive a donation for our Charity so if you can spare some time 

over Easter would you put your name on the list as early as possible so we can let the organizers 

know whether we will be there please. 

The Club had its annual Christmas function at Northmead Bowling Club with 34 Members their 

wives and friends attending.   It was a great afternoon with everyone getting together and 

enjoying themselves.   It is a pity we can’t get more to attend these things as you are missing a 

good day.   Thanks to Rohan for organizing this for us. See you all in the New Year.   Everyone have 

a safe and Happy Christmas and New Year. 

BOB YOUNG. 
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Thanks to Michelle 

Rowland MP,    

The member for 

Greenway, for her 

continued support 

which includes the 

printing of this 

newsletter 
 

 

 

  
 

President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul de Belle and 

Danny Klajman: dklajman@hotmail.com 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul Collins 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich OAM 

Catering Officer: Ian Frith 

Librarian: Ben Reardon 

Editor: Maurie Knight: 

Maurie.knight.mk@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor:  Danny Klajman 

dklajman@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan 

Lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown, 

Alan Phelps, Maurie Knight 

Shop Managers: 

Paul Collins (JP) 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews 

Graham Dawes (JP), Maurie Knight, Bob Young 

Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart 

robandgail@hotmail.com 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club, please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

Club Trading 

Hours 

 

Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday 

of the month:   $5 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

NO Maxi day for December 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C l u b  

M e e t i n g s  

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

12th December 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins or Bob Young 

for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pens Wanted for the Troops 
Can members please make 
and donate any pens for the 
troops. Please give them to 
the convenor on your day.  
Thank you so much!  
    

Editors 
 

FOR SALE 
Members don’t forget we have 
some Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 
tops for sale at the club! 

FREE CORIAN 
White - 12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Gray- 12mm thick 

 

mailto:Lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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To all our members whose birthday is this 
month. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! We hope you 

have a great day with many more to come. 

Member Name Member Since 
 

Jodie Buhagiar             Oct-16 
 
Brian D’arcy                  Sep-11 
 
Stormy Fairweather       Feb-15 
 
Neil Guthrie                   Jul-03 
 
Katherine Helps             Jun-17 
 
Scott Landall                 Nov-07 
 
Alan Phelps                  Jul-01 
 
Peter Ryan                    Feb-04 
 
Raymond Saich            Mar-08 
 

                Mark 

       

Buhagiar 

Collins 

Oct-16 

Jul-09 

 

 

 

Welcome to all our new members this month. We 
hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Gregory Sheath 

Hoo Liu 

Members Welfare 

Our members welfare is important to our club. 

Please let me know if you or someone you know is 

unwell, or worse still no longer with us. Let me 

know at email address robandgail@hotmail.com  

If anyone is missed be assured that the good 

wishes and sympathies of our Club are with you 

and your family. 

We have had a few on the sick list this past month. 

Probably winter does not help us. 

For October, get well cards have been sent by your 

club to: - 

•  Eva Steli-Gajdos. We all wish Eva well 
and hope that she will soon return to good 
health.  

        

   

 

Rob Stewart. 

 

 
 

 

•  EOI’s are requested for the: 30th and 
31st March and 1st April 2018 at the 
Fairfield Showgrounds 

• Blacktown Luna New Year 
Celebrations 16th Feb 2018, 5 to 9pm 
at Nurragingy Reserve Doonside 

 

• Any members interested in participating in 
these events please put your name down 
on the clipboards at the club 
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As the Sun sets on 2017 
 
We conclude another great year for the club which continues to grow from strength 
to strength on the backs of a dedicated few. My personal thanks to those members 
and my personal plea to other members to please increase your contribution, even 
if in only a small way, as every little bit helps and everyone, including yourself, reaps 
the benefits. 

Quote of the month:  

"Norm, it's like this ... A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest buffalo.  
And when the herd is hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that are 
killed first. 
This natural selection is good for the herd, because the general speed and health of 
the whole group keeps improving by the regular killing of the weakest members. 
In much the same way, the human brain can only operate as fast as the slowest 
brain cells. 
Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know, kills brain cells. 
But, naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest brain cells first. 
In this way, regular consumption of beer eliminates the weaker brain cells, making 
the brain a faster and more efficient machine. 
That's why you always feel smarter after a few beers". 

Source:  Cliff Clavin Cheers, in an episode of Cheers, to his buddy, Norm Peterson 

P.S. I am sure Cliff must have been an ardent follower of this theory or he would 

not have made this statement to his mate because if you follow it to the logical 

conclusion the drinker would eventually have no brain cells left and thus would be 

brain dead. 

 

 
Cheers. On behalf of my band of diligent and dedicated reporters best wishes for a 
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2018. 
 
Must Fly  

Woodchip  
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St. Josephs College 

12 November 2017 

12th November was a beautiful spring day for the St. Josephs College “Rock into 

Spring Fair” Rohan was the first to arrive followed by Rob; Steve; Bob and Les. We 

were all set up with vehicles off site and ready to go by 10 O’clock. As the official 

opening time was 11 O’clock this gave us time to buy something to eat and see what 

the other of the many stalls had for sale. 

We all had a good selection of high quality private items on display and for sale. The 

charity table too was stocked with a good selection of bowls; banana hangers and 

camphor shavings all good quality for sale. Interest in the charity items was constant 

throughout the day with sales of just under $300. Interest in the private items was 

also good with sales and many enquiries about our club.    

Demonstrations of wood turning were done throughout the day for interested 

onlookers. Many questions were taken and many explanations were given. Although 

small children were in the minority we still managed to make and give away many 

“finger” spinning tops. 

By closing time of 4 O’clock we were ready to pack up; head for home and put up 

our feet after a satisfying day. It is always interesting and mostly enjoyable dealing 

with the public. You never know who will walk in. 
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                                                                                                                               Rob Stewart.  

 

Lynwood House Sunday 12th November 2017 

 

Don and I had it all set up just after 9am. Barbara arrived about 9:45, Russell was busy getting the 

B.B.Q ready. They had Rolls Royce cars, speedway cars and motorbikes which all looked good. It 

was a nice sunny day, lots of people but not very many children so we didn’t have to make many 

tops. The charity done well and we all made a few sales and a good day was had by all. 
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Photos of Lynwood House and report by: - Dave 

Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing in the shower is all fun and games until you get shampoo in your 

mouth, then it becomes a soap opera! 
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SHOULD I BE WORRIED OR JUST ON MY BEST BEHAVIOUR? 

In her working life my wife was a wiz in cardiac research, amongst other things she was 
alternatively a perfusionist, a surgeon and an anaesthetist. These skills I admired as they were 
utilised in the treatment of research subjects and patients. 
 
It has recently come to my attention the she has now discovered an online university based in 
Scotland that is offering a wide range of courses. Consequently, she is now attacking these with 
great vigour and is so enthusiastic that she occupies the computer for six hours per week. This of 
course has benefits for me as she is a very happy little Vegemite, very organised so that nothing 
disrupts “Study Time”.  Such organised activity means my time is my own. There is however a 
down side because with so many neurones synapsing nothing escapes her attention which means 
the slightest “slip up” on my part does not go unnoticed. Hence, 20 questions! 
 
Whilst I was ever so pleased to witness the pleasure being gained from this new-found source of 
knowledge the sceptic in me rose to the surface when I learned the name and content of the 
courses being undertaken namely; 
 
Forensics: 
The course covering ballistics, blood spatters from bullet wounds, fingerprinting techniques, 
establishing the DNA of the deceased, analysis of statements by suspects and witnesses, etc. etc. 
 
Facial Reconstruction: 
This embraced the classification of the skulls of the deceased in terms of gender, ethnicity and 
age. 
 
Muscles and Skeletal System: 
It is obvious what this covers but the motivation is not so obvious. 
 
Physiology: 
A path to undetected murder??? 
 
I will watch with increased interest, and possibly my scepticism will morph into concern should she 
commence a chemistry study associated with poisons and/or the impact of various chemicals on 
flesh and bones. 
 
If, however sharp new garden tools arrive I will sleep with light on and one eye open. 
 
OOOOOps. I have been sprung to the tune of “You silly old insecure twit, I am just trying to avoid  
becoming demented like you.” 

Well I hope the Editor will publish anyway as a form of self-insurance without a premium and no 

payout to surviving relatives. 

A.L.E. 
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B S FROM THE BUSH, DEC 2017 

It has been a lot quieter (thank goodness) this past month, only one BBQ for Lions and that was at 

the Drag car racing. Last month we had a visit from Anna and Trevern Dawes on the way back from 

a photographic trip, this month we had Bob and his good lady Lynne who had to have a rest from 

all the hard work he hasn’t done!!!! 

The Men’s Shed had a trip to a construction site for a wind farm which is close to Wellington. No 

photo as it is very early stages of construction. Digging massive large holes in the ground (33 of 

them) for the towers. The blades on these towers are going to be 65 meters long each of them, 

meaning the total span of the blades are 130 meters in diameter which means the towers are 

going to be 180 meters high. Special cranes are being brought in as some of the components are 

90 tonnes in weight. Some very large numbers are 

involved. Total cost of the projects approximately $250 

million. We hope to go back around February or March 

when these large 

items are being 

installed. 

We have 

another 

member to our 

family. One wild 

goat which has 

been tethered 

most of her life 

and likes to 

climb. She was 

caught on Mount 

Arthur by the 

ranger who knew we wanted one to eat the weeds 

between all the rocks we have, instead of me having to cut them with a brush cutter. The trouble 

is Chris keeps feeding her with leftovers from the kiosk down the road and the green grocer in 

town. 

Well, Christmas is upon us once again, the year has gone by so quickly, we are told it is a sign of 

getting old. Still feel very young until something aches. As it is Christmas, we went to the Club’s 

Christmas party at Northmead Bowling Club last Sunday. Four hours to get there and four hours to 

get home. It appears a lot of members wish to be anti-social with other members. It is Christmas, a 

time of good cheer, how many more do we have? We must make the most of them in a good 

friendly fashion. 

To all the members I know and the members I don’t know, please have a good friendly Christmas 

and be good to all. MERRY CHRISTMAS ALL and hope to catch you in the New Year. 2018.                    

Ken 
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The Last Beginners Class of 2017 

 
 

The last beginners class of 2017 went very well considering we lost two for 
the final day. 

The students exceled themselves in the compulsory turning and when they 
started their own projects, there was no stopping them.  
 

 
 
 
A pair of pepper and 
salt grinders, a couple 
of deep platters plus a 
good example of beads 
and coves on display. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

But even the best of us have bad days- notice the hole in the bottom, and didn’t Ron 
give Rod heaps of curry for it! 
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Some Exotic Timbers 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Common 

Name 

Snakewood Common 

Name 

Purpleheart 

Botanical 

Name 

Brosimum guianense Botanical 

Name 

Peltogyne spp. 

Density 1.21 kg/m3 Density 905 kg/m3 

Janka 

Hardness 

16.9 kN Janka 

Hardness 

11.19 kN 

Distribution Coastal regions of northeast South 
America 

Distribution Central and South America (from 
Mexico down to southern Brazil) 

Uses Inlay, veneer, violin bows, tool 
handles, and other small turned or 
specialty objects. 

Uses Inlays/accent pieces, flooring, 
furniture, boatbuilding, heavy 
construction, and a variety of 
specialty wood items. 

 
 
 

 SIBEC 
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Some Exotic Timbers 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Common 

Name 

Brazilian Tulipwood Common 

Name 

Plum Tree 

Botanical 

Name 

Dalbergia decipularis Botanical 

Name 

Prunus domestica 

Density 970 kg/m3 Density 795 kg/m3 

Janka 
Hardness 

11.12 kN Janka 
Hardness 

6.90 kN 

Distribution Northeastern Brazil 

 
Distribution Widely cultivated in temperate 

areas worldwide 

Uses 
 

Veneer, fine furniture, inlay, marquetry, 
musical instruments (percussion), and 
small turned objects. 

Uses Turned objects, musical 
instruments, inlay, and knife 
handles. 

 
 

SIBEC 
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Rivergum Twilight Markets 
 

 
 
 

An overall view of what 
customers could expect to see 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Santa keeping an eye on his 
presents 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A quiet time to replenish the 
energy reserves in readiness 

for the next onslaught 
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety     

 Reminder about Workshop Safety 
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
✓ Dust masks 
✓ Protective glasses 
✓ Suitable clothing 
✓ Footwear 
✓ Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs...... 
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A Very Special Presentation 

It was a very special day, 13th December 2017. Graham Dawes was 

presented with a certificate of achievement for being the longest serving 

member of this club. Graham joined the club in December of ’92 and has 

been an asset to the club sharing his knowledge and skills as a trainer for 

beginners in woodturning and as one of our fixer uppers (maintenance). 

It certainly was an achievement as he hung in there through all the ups 

and downs and changes the club has seen, the splintering of the club, so 

many members coming and going, the constant improvements to the club 

facilities, just to name a few. 

We thank him for his efforts in maintaining club’s standards and as the 

quiet achiever we hope he 

has another 25 years of 

membership ahead.  
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THE BACK PAGE 
ITEM NUMBER 43           

     EXPECTATIONS / CONSIDERATION  

As the membership of the club grows with new members the expectations and 

considerations of all members appear to be suffering a little and the executive feel it 

should be bought to the member’s attention that they make themselves aware of 

the club rules and regulations which are available in a document “INDUCTION 

MANUAL “in quantities on the desk and available to all members. This document is 

the latest and most up to date covering your commitments to the club and the club 

requirements of you being a member. For a long time, there was not a detailed 

document available which lead to the lack of expectations being communicated at 

the time of joining so on this basis alone I encourage everyone either long or short 

time members to refresh the conditions and expectations required of being a 

member.  

An instance, now, is one of members leaving at the end of the day or for that matter 

during the day whether it be to work in either of the sheds, going to get parts, lunch 

or for any reason, without notifying anyone they are going or where they intend to 

work, this has caused some concern at times not knowing if they are ill, hurt, gone 

home or even locked in a shed or somewhere unable to get attention. If we can 

adopt a new level if consideration and just take a moment to let an executive or a 

member you have been with what your movements are so that everyone is aware 

you are safe and sound would be a great help. 

I will also take the opportunity to remind all members new and old there is a 

procedure in place for turning different types of wood as some are very carcinogenic 

and should not be bought into the club let alone worked on. Also, there is a list in 

the Induction Manual and the club notice board of the timbers that can’t just 

automatically be worked on and permission from the convener of the day should be 

obtained before starting, so be well aware that if you bring a piece of wood that 

affects members in causing a rash or difficult breathing you will not be allowed to 

work on it, however if you are able to work on a problem piece the red warning light 

MUST be on advising all members of its use. If you are asked to cease work at any 

time on a suspect piece of wood have consideration for your fellow members wishes 

as I would expect them to do the right thing if it was for you. 

If you afford the time to read the Induction Manual you can see on the last page a 

very comprehensive list of timbers and their adverse health effects. 

                 Eddie C 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results 
of my reading article publications 


